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The current situation with Covid-19 is one of the biggest challenges we have faced in our lifetimes. Doing our bit to protect the Welsh 

public and our own people has been the overriding objective at Swim Wales since the start of this crisis. It’s that simple.

Advising our affiliated clubs and their club members to cease activity, witnessing pool closure up and down the country, directing staff and teams to work from home and 

watching every type of aquatic activity grind to a halt across Wales was one of the hardest things I have had to do in 20 years as a professional. However, by doing all of 

this we ensured that the people of Wales not only protected each other, but the NHS, our social care services, and together we saved lives.

Both UK and Welsh Governments have moved quickly to try to address the challenges faced by us all whether that be social, health, economic/financial or otherwise and 

we are very grateful to them. Since the middle of March, I have spent much of my time taking part in calls with club committees, facility operators, small business owners 

and NGB’s to hear first-hand the impact that restrictions are having. At this point, I would like to commend the work of Sport Wales, Welsh Sports Assoc. our member 

clubs, and the leisure facility operators across Wales. They have helped us greatly in our work to keep Welsh Aquatics alive.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve. Now is the time to shift our focus into efforts that support a return to water, a return to work and a return to volunteering 

and managing the required changes in the months ahead. Swim Wales have developed the Swim Wales Return to Water Road Map to help all of the organisations that 

we work with begin making that shift.

The following document seeks to outline the complex decision-making processes involved. Swim Wales Return to Water Plans will be living and evolving documents 

and have been created with insight from a number of consultation and working groups in order to develop a safe return to swimming and aquatic sports for all. I must 

stress that any plans and decisions made will be in step with Welsh Government and Public Health Wales and will be done to safeguard our participants, staff and the 

public while giving due consideration to the local communities in which we exist and operate. 

Finally, I want to say thank you to our Swim Wales member clubs, volunteers, staff and partners for your understanding and professionalism over the last few months. I 

want to assure you, that the team and I here are doing everything we can to ensure a safe return to what we are all about which is Aquatics for Everyone, for life.

FERGUS FEENEY
Chief Executive Officer

Swim Wales
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Swim Wales ‘User Groups’

1. Elite/National Squad

2. Club Swimmers (Performance and Development Training)

3. Learn to Swim & School Swimming Lessons

4. Community & Public Swimming

5. Volunteers & Officials

6. Artistic Swimming

7. Diving

8. Open Water Swimming

9. Water Polo 



Sport, recreation and leisure: guidance for a phased return

Guidance for people working in sport, recreation and leisure industries

SW RTW Road Map (1)

User Guidance Docs (9)

https://gov.wales/sport-recreation-and-leisure-guidance-phased-return-html
https://gov.wales/sport-recreation-and-leisure-guidance-phased-return-html




Support Information

https://www.swimwales.org/pages/covid-19

https://www.swimwales.org/pages/covid-19


Diolch – Thank You


